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Summary

S.F. 1694 (Betzold); H.F.- ( ): Volunteer Fire Plans: Inclusion in Open Meeting Law
Requirements, amends Minnesota Statutes, Sections 13D.01, Subdivision 1, a portion of the Open
Meeting Law, to clarifi'that the Open Meeting Law applies to the goveming boards of the local volunteer
fire relief associations.

Discussion

S.F. 1694 (Betzold); H.F._ ( ): Volunteer Fire Plans, remedies an error made by the Legislative
Commission on Pensions and Retirement (LCPR) staff in omitting a provision extending the Open
Meeting Law to volunteer firefighter retirement associations from the volunteer firefighter retirement
association article that was eventually incorporated into the 2000 Omnibus Pension Bill.

Pension and Other Policy Issues.

S.F. 1694 (Betzold); H.F._ ( ): Volunteer Fire Plans: Inclusion in Open Meeting Law
Requirements, amends Mir¡resota Statutes, Sections 13D.01, Subdivision 1, a portion of the Open
Meeting Law, to clariff that the Open Meeting Law applies to the governing boards of the local volunteer
fire relief associations.

Policy issues raised by the bill are:

l. Appropriateness of Applying the Open Meeting Law to Quasi Govemmental Entities. The policy
issue is the appropriateness of including volunteer firefighter retirement associations, which are quasi
governmental entities, in the governmental Open Meeting Law. The Open Meeting Law initially
applied to local government, resulting in its initial coding in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 471. kwas
expanded to include state government and related entities and has recently (2000) been recodified in
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13D. Of the local public pension plans, only the Minneapolis Employees
Retirement Fund (MERF), with the legal status of an instrumentality of the City of Minneapolis and
Special School District No. 1 (Minneapolis), is clearly a governmental entity. The balance are all
incorporated as nonprofit corporations. These nonprofit corporations have considerable governmental

' connections (i.e., perform the governmental function of providing public employee pension benefits,
have governmental officials on their board, are governed by separate laws, receive considerable tax
revenues, and are considered to be govemmental under the federal income tax code), but are legal
entities separate from their associated municipalities. There is a need to balance the private sector
"hands-off' policy generally accorded to private orgarrizations with the governmental procedural
safeguards and practices generally imposed on govemmental units. Since considerable tax revenue is
deposited into these pension plans and since the plan performs the important governmental function of
providing a pension benefit to volunteer firefighters, it appears appropriate to require these plans to
conform to general govemment practices, including adherence to the Open Meeting Law.

2. Further Issues of Proper Scope. The issue is whetherthe bill should be amended to clearly include or
specifu Open Meeting Law applicability for paid police and fire plans (the Fairmont Police Relief
Association, the Minneapolis Fire Department Relief Association, the Minneapolis Police Relief
Association, and the Virginia Firefighters Relief Association), MERF, and all three fust class city
teacher plans, given the governmental function they perform in providing pension benefits to paid

: public safety employees and other public employees, and the large amounts of tax revenues that flow
to these organizations.
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3. Ouestion of the Existence of the Problem to be Remedied b]¡ the Open Meetins Law. The policy issue
is whether or not there are problems in local public pension plans that merit the remedy of the
imposition of the Open Meeting Law. Presumably, in 1957, when the Open Meeting Law was initially
enacted, it was a legislative attempt to remedy a problem based on one or several municipal actions.
Because it was enacted 44 years ago, it is difficult to determine now what abuse led to the passage of
the legislation. There are recent situations with public pension plans which suggest that application of
the Open Meeting Law to all public pension plans is a reasonable action. An example is the recent
problems in the investment activities of the Minneapolis Police Relief Association and the turmoil on
its board of trustees, all which may have been avoidable with the greater outside scrutiny that the Open
Meeting Law is intended to allow or engender.

4. Appropriateness of Open Meeting Law Remedies. The policy issue is the appropriateness of the
remedies imposed upon violations of the open meeting law. Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.06,
provides for three remedies to Open Meeting Law violations, which are:

l. Fine Up to $300. A violator of the Open Meeting Law is personally liable for a fine of up to $300
for a single violation;

2. Office Forfeiture with Three Violations. A violator of the Open Meeting Law three or more times
with the same governing body forfeits a right to serve on that body for the period of time equal to
the term of office of the person when the violations occurred; and

3. Costs. Disbursements. and Attornev Fees. A violator of the Open Meeting Law, with a finding of
specific intent to violate the law, is liable to the plaintiff for reasonable costs, disbursements, and
reasonable attorney fees related to the action.

Actions under the Open Meeting Law may be brought by atry person. Venue for the action is in the
court applicable to the location where the governing body's administrative office is. The penalties
presumably ate an outgrowth of municipal Open.Meeting Law violations. The 1957 enactment of the
Open Meeting Law contained no penalties. Penalties were first introduced in 1973, when state
agencies and 'þublic bodies" were added to coverage by the law. The Commission may wish to take
testimony from affected and interested parties on the potential impact of these penalties.

ln Plan
The policy issue is the appropriateness of the imposition of a potential increase in pension plan
administrative expenses that could result from the inclusion of local pension plans in the Open
Meeting Law. The Open Meeting Law requires the provision of copies of meeting materials for public
inspection and the provision of meeting notices or the publication of meeting notices. For volunteer
firefighter retirement associations and other local plans with nominal administrative capabilities, these
requirements can be expected to cause some increase in the plan's administrative expense.

Amendment.

Amendment LCPROl-121 is atechnical amendment to S.F. 1694; H.F. , which would revise a
section within Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 356A, Public Pension Plan Fiduciary Responsibility, to
indicate the inclusion of volunteer fire plans under the Open Meeting Law.

Amendment LCPR0l-118 is a substantive amendment, that could be used in lieu of LCPR01-121, which
would revise S.F. 1694 by extending the Open Meeting Law requirements (or clarif ing applicability of
that provision) ) to the remaining paid police and fire plans, MERF, and the first class city teacher plans.
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13D'01 MEÐT'rhiGs MU'T'BE opEN To rlr' FUBx,rc; EXCE*TT'T{'"
subdivision 1. nn execuûive bramch, rocan governn¡euû. Alr meetings, incrudingexecutive sessions, must be open to tne puUiic
(a) of a stare
(1) agency,

(2) board,

(3) commission, or
(4) department,

when required or permitted by raw to tïansact public business in a meeting; and
(b) of the governing body of a
(1) school district however organized;
(2) unor ganized territory,
(3) county,

(4) statutory or home rule charter city,
(5) town, or
(6) other public body; and
(c) of any
(1) committee,
(2) subcommittee,
(3) board,

[1ìffåï,ffJ;:"'
of a public body.

Subd. 2. Excepúions. This chapter does not apply
(1) to meetings of the commissioner of corrections;
(2) to a state asency, board, or commission when it is exercising quasi_judiciartunctions involving diTcipúÁary prã"""¿i"er;'är' ' ---'-'
(3) as otherwi¡e expressly provided by statute.
subd' 3. sub.iect of'and grounds for crosed meeting. Before crosing a meeting, apublic bodv shalt srare on rhe-record the speänc g;;ilîp;iliù;;ä" meering ro beclosed and describe the subject to ¡e ¿¡scuísJ.
subd' 4' Votes to \,.tenl inþurna!" (a) The votes of rhe members of the stareagency, board, commission,-or departm"nì;'11 of the governing body, committee,subcommittee, board, depaitment, 'or .ã..irìion on an- action îaken in a meeting
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X3Ð.01 OX¡EIN MEETIIVG IAW 41,4

(b) The vote of each member must be recorded on each appropriation of mone¡
except for payments of judgments, claims, and amounts fixed by statute.

subd. 5. Fuhlic access úo jounnal" The journal must be open to the public during
all normal business hours where records of the public body are kept.

Subd. 6. Ful¡tric copy of ¡mernbers' r¡laterlals. (a) In any meeting which under
subdivisions I,2,4, and 5, and section I3D.02 must be open to the public, at least one
copy of any printed materials, relating to the agenda items of the meeting prepared or
distributed by or at the direction of the governing body or its employees and:

(1) distributed at the meeting to all members of the governing body;
(2) distributed before the meeting to all members; or
(3) available in the meeting room to all members;

shall be available in the meeting room for inspection by the public while the governing
body considers their subject matter,

(b) This subdivision does not apply to materials classified by law as other than
public as defined in chapter 1.3, or to materials relating to fhe agenda items of a closed
meeting held in accordance with the procedures in section 13D.03 or other law
permitting the closing of meetings.

lüiston'y: 1957 c773 s 1;1967 c462s 1;1973 c 123 art 5 s7;1973 c654s 15;1973c
680 s I,j; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1981 c 174 s 1; 1983 c tj7 s 1; 1983 c 274 s 18; 1984 c 462s
27; 1987 c 313 s I; 1990 c 550 s 2,3; 1991 c 292 art B s 12; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 6tB att
1s39;1997c154s2

X,3Ð.02 MEET'IINGS COINÐUCTED EY INTERACTIVE TV; CONÐITIOÌNS.

Subdivision 1. Cor¡ditior¡s. ,4, meeting governed by section 13D.01, subdivisions 1,

2, 4, and 5, and this section may be conducted by interactive television so long as;

(1) all members of the bocly participating in the meeting, wherever their physical
location, can hear and see one another and can hear and see all discussion and
testimony presented at any location at which at least one member is present;

(2) rnembers of the public present at the regular meeting location of the body can

hear and see all discussion and testimony and all votes of members of the body;

(3) at least one member of the body is physically present at the regular meeting
location; and

(4) each location at which a member of the body is present is open and accessible
to the public

subd. 2. Me¡nhens are present for quorurn, participation, Each member of a body
participating in a meeting by electronic means is considered present at the meeting fol
purposes of determining a quorum and particþating in all proceedings.

Subcl. 3. Monitonimg f,norn nen¡oûe site; costs" If interactive television is used to
conduct a meeting, to the extent practical, a public body shall allow a person t0
monitor the meeting electronically from a remote location. The body may require the

Perlol making such a connection to pay for documented marginal costs that tlie public
þody incurs as a result of the additional connection.

Subd. 4. lNotiae of regular and atrl ¡nercrhen sites. If interactive television is used tol

conduct a regular, special, or emergency meeting, the public body shall provide notice
of the regular meeting location and notice of any site where a membef of the public
body will be participating in the meeting by interactive television. The timing and

method of providing notice must be as describcd in section 13D.04.

llistory 1957 c 773 s 1; 1967 c 462 s 1; jgZS c 123 art 5 s T; 1973 c 654 s 15; 1973 c

680 s 1,3; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1981 c 174 s 1; 1983 c 137 s 1; 1983 c 274 s IB; i9B4 c462t
27; 1987 c 313 s 1; 1990 c 550 s 2,3; 1991 c 292 att B s t2; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 618ail
ls39;1997c154s2

415

13D.03 CT,OSED ]MEETTNGS F'OR.

,, o 3; 
t t"':î,' 

"irij",ïrJ i"!i¡,r:
_^,JÐ The.governing body 

"f ;-';iIl,.rTp decide to hoi¿ 
" ã";;j,i:

lyyli"g negoriation srraregíes ornegonarion proposats, 
"onauËiãä iu.

"^_ 
(Ð The time or .n*,n"n"",',.announced ar rhe public .n".iingl",,,.

,h.il fJ *,i*ïl,,:î,å li u#,"* :
,,.^.,fïbd. 2. 

.Ndeeting n¡usú be recon

;åH" 
negotiation sirategies rh;ìiî;

',,'" 

(?' 
TåJå"ïiii:i il'l be Presen

governing b;ã; f;;"d:":*to the publ

*,.-,-s-ïld. :. ¡r u¡r¡rc¡Ï'ï::*i;:?:
Dusrness other than cl

,discussion "" 
J r;;i"' :tf ffi :Ti:_:i, j;leld.pursuant to fhis ¡

puorió, tr,e 
"ou.',"rd;,i .:i::i1r:i:åårj

,,^_lb) ,If rle courr finds thar this
;iìiiä:åTå rr," 

;;ïene ;;;il #ì.
,.,_^f:ì Iî,n" "'*;ij;l,H,'ï,:'rnrroduced af trial in ifs
earry,,ln d d ;;;;ä ö;;# :tr,ilr.äT:î,

lj:,þ*W,iJ,i,ii*,Sl*;
I3D"O4 hIOTTCE OF, $4EETTIVGS"

rr,i,îTi"f'åil"1; tå*ti,.^' 
rn eeúin gs. A

;;ffåît .l"¡i:-;ät i sii i,' 
,i, 

r#*å,ï
provided i",hi,"ö;# ?ållTi;"ii"ìiîi 

"åSubd. 2. Special rne
or a.speciar ;J"; ïäi-#il,ä fìå?f,ìoy statute, the pub-lic I

lff',ffi *L{ï' l'å"1¿,,trt1î

ffi**in.'":ff lxii::i.ii;*î*

tr'i"*ffifift#;ffi



'ded ol. each appropriation of money,
ounts fixed by statute.

3f.myst be open ro rhe public during
blic body arê kept.

ls. (a) In any meeting which under
rst be open to the public, at least one
nda items of the meeting prepared or
erning body or its empþees and:

of the governing body;

bers; or

lers;

ion by the pubtic while the governing

:rials classified by law as other than
Iating to the agenda iteins of a closed
:es in section 13D.03 or other law

414

: 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s 15; 1973 ò
137 s 1; 1983 c 274 s tB; J9B4 c 462 s
B s 12; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 6tB art

4is . OPEN MEETI}IG LAW 13Ð,04

13t)'t3 c[,ûsED MEÐTr\{Gs FoR L&BOR NIEGÛTÍATIûNIS STRATEGV.
subdivision 1. Froaedu'e" (a) section 13D-01, subdivisions !, z, 4,5, and section13D.02 do nor apply ro u -"ètÍng þerd fursuant ro rhe proceauie''ii'rlËrä"i'¡oî
(b) The governing.bodq of a pubric'e{nproyer.may by a majority vore in a pubricmeeting decide to hold a closed meeting io cónsider'stiut"gvior'iubor negotiations,including negotiaiion strategies. or deviopments or discusäôn and ¡eview of labornegotiation proposals, conduðred pursuanr to sections 179À.0i ;; rige.zs. .:

(c) The time of commencement and place of the crosed meeting shalr beannounced at the public meeting.
(tl) A written roll of members and all other persons present at the closed meetingshall be made availabre ro rhe public after ttre uoJed *;;fid. -"' -" ' 

i

Subd.2. Meeting rmust he_¡.ecorded. (a) The.procepdings of a closed rneeting todisc.uss negotiarion srraregies shan be rap;-íecordåd-;1h;'äi"ni" or trr" gïr"ïãir!
(b) The recording shall be. presewed for two years after the contracr is signed andshall be made availãbre to thL p;bii" ufr", au labor 

"onirã.t, 
-lre 

signed by thegoverning body for the current bud"get period.
subd. 3. If vioration craismed.- (a) If an actio¡ is brought claiming that publicbusiness orher rhan discussions of ìaîor negotiation srratJgd îi o"o"loprrrents ordiscussion and review of labor negotiation proposals was transãcteo at a close¿ meetingheld.pursuanr ro rhis section.ouiing ttre iimä when rhe ,up; il;; avaitable to rhepublic, the court shall review the recõrding of the meetíng i;;;*;;.

. (ul rf the court finds that this section was nor violated, rhe action shall bedismissed and the recording shall be sealed and preserved u irtå ,"àor¿s of the courtuntil otherwise made availa6le to the public pursuant to this section. '--- --:'-
(c) If the court finds that this section was viorated, the recording may beintroduccd at trial in its entirety subject to any protective or¿árr à, tequested by eitherparty and deemed appropriate by the court.
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13D.04 NOT'XCE OF' IV{EETTFIGS.

subdivision 1. R.eguìar rneetings. .4, schedule of the regular meerings of a pubricbody shall be kept on.fire at its.primary^ offices. If a publi"c booyiecides ro hold aregular. meering ar a rime or plâce different iro* trrïìi*" ãì'pìu"" stared in irsschedule of regular meetings, ii. shail give the same notice or tü" *""ii"ã-rrrili,provicled in this section for a-special mejing.
. subd. 2. speciar rneetings. (a) For a special meeting, gxcep,t an emergency meetingor a special meeting for which. à.notice réquirement irîtn"t riit" .xpiessty establishedby statute,^ the public body shalr post written. notiçe of the date, time, place, andpu:p.os: of the meetins !n th.e principal bultetin ùoard ot the J"úli" urävi^ãrlr î't Ëpublic body has no principal builetin'board, on the door of itr'"rral meeting room.
(b) The notice shall also be mailed or otherwise delivered to each person it 

" 
1",filed a wrirren requesr for norice of.speciar meetings *úh;h;dbËLody. This noticeshall.be posted and mailed or delivèred at leastrthre" ouyr'u"täie ttre date of t¡emeeting.

(c) As an alternative to mailing-or otherwise delivering notice to persons who havefiled a written requesr,for norice.oi spe"*t ÀÈ"tingr, ;ËffiIñ;äí -"y publish rhenotice once, ar reast rhree days befoie the meetin"g, il rñ;;ifd;il"*rpup", of rhepublic body or, if there is nonê,. in a quarifieá ne\À/spaper of general circuration withinthe area of the public body,s auihority.'
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(d) A person filing a request for notice of special meetings may limit the request
to notification of meetings concerning particular subjects, in which case the public Éody
is required to send notice to that person only concerning special meetinfs involving
those subjects. t

(e) ,{ public body may establish an expiration date for requests for notices'of
special meetings pursuant to this subdivision and require refiling of the request once
each year.

(f) Not more than 60 days before thç expiration date of a request for notice, the
public body shall send notioe of the refiling requirement to each person who fited
during the precedíng year.

i SuUO. 3. Ernergenay rmeetings. (a) For an emergency meeting, the public body shall
make good faith efforts to provide notice of the meeting to each news medium ttrat has
filed a written request for notics if the request includes the news rnedium's telephone
number.

(b) l{otice of the emergency meeting shall be given by telephone or by any other
metirod used to notify the members of the public body.

(c) lNotice shall be provided to each news medium which has filed a written
request for notice as soon as reasonably practicable after notice has been given to the
members.

(d) I{otice shall include the subject of the meeting. Fosted or published notice of
an emergency meeting is not required.

(") A" r'emergency" meeting is a special meeting called because of circumstances
that, in the judgment of the public body, require immediate consideration by the public
body.

(f) [f matters not directly related to the emergency are discussed or acted upon at
an emergency meeting, the minutes of the lneeting shall include a specific description
of the matters.

(g) The notice requirement of this subdivision supersedes any other statutory
notice rec¡iirement for a special meeting that is an emergency meeting.

Subd. 4. Recessed on corntinued meetimgs. (a) If a meeting is a recessed or
continued session of a previous meeting, and the time and place of the meeting was
established during the previous meetirig and recorded in the minutes of that meãting,
then no furthel published or mailed notice is necessary.

(b) F'9r purposes of this subdivision, the term "meeting" includes a public hearing
condtrcled pursuant to chapter 429 or any other law or charter provision requiring ã
public hearing by a public body.

Subd. 5. Closed uneetimgs. The notice requirements of this section apply to closed
meetings.

Subd. 6. State agencies. (a) F'or a meeting of an agency, board, commission, or
{epartment of the state, the notice requirements CIf this section apply only if a statute
governing meetings of the agency, board, or commission does not contain sþecific
reference to the method of providing notice.

.' - 
(b) All provisions of this section relating to publication are satisfied by publication

in the State R.egister.

Subd. 7. Actual moûiae. Xf a person r-eceives actual notíce of a meeting of a public
body at least 24 hours before the meeting, all notice requirements of tfriã secdón are
satisfied with respect to that person, regardless of the method of receipt of notice.

ï{istory: 1957 c 773 s l; 1967 c 462 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s t5; lg73 c
680 s 1,3; 1975 c 271 s 6; 19Bi c 174 s 1; 1983 c 137 s I; I9B3 c 274 s iB; I9B4 c 462s
27; 1987 c 313 s 1; 1990 c 550 s 2,3; 1991 c 292 art B s j2; Jggt c 3j9 s 22; 1994c 6jB utt
1s39;1997c154s2
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X3Ð,T5 MEET'INGS T{AVTNIG D.{TA CT,ASSXF'XED AS F{OT PUtsL{C.
subdivision 1. Gemeratr principtres. (a) Except.as provided in this chapter, rneetirgsmay not be closed to discusJdata that aì" not püUUc data.
(b) Dara rhat are not pubric data mi.v te discussed at a meering subject to thischapter without liability or penalty, it tite oi'sclosur" r.lãioià; ;;;", wirhin the scopeof the public body's autnoiity 

""ã 
ir re"*nàbty n"""rrary to conduct the business oragenda item before the publiõ body. ----'--r LU Lvrrut

(c) Data discussed at an open meeting retain the data's original classification;however, a recorct of rhe meering;r"g;.,",,'ãrìär*, ,r.rlliäiiui,"'j
subd' 2' when ¡'reetürng'must he ctrosed. 

,(a)^any portion of a meeting must beclosed if expresslv required 6y ott"r ru*-ãrî tÈ"'iãn-"j*iîäÇ!åräî"r" are discussed:(1) data that would identiþ alleged victims or reporters of criminal sexual conducf,domestic abuse, or maltreatmeit of åinorsäi vulnerable adults;
(2) active investiqative dat4 as defined in section 13.g2, subdivision 5, or internalaffairs data relating tã ailegationr;f l;;;i"rcement personner misconducr collectedor created by a state agency, statewide system, or political subdivision; or
(3) educational data, health data, medical data, werfare data, or mental health datathat are nor pubric data under sectión i:ãã, r:.saos, subdivisiå; rl'isis.i,ä"1;.i:;,subdivision 2 or 7.

(b) A public bodv shall close one or more meetings for preliminary considerationof allegarions or charqes a^gainst an in¿iviáuar subjecr î" ï; ;;rh";ìî. If rhe membersconclude thar rjiscipriã" oiuny náiu;;;;;ï" *uirunt"¿-urïï"î"ìi .r rhose speciriccharges or alregations, turther meerings or'hqar-ings ."ruiing-L rhãlä'specitic charges orallegations held after that conclusio" ir t"u"tr"¿ tñ"rt u. àõ"* ää""àting must also beopen ar rhe requesr of the individu* *r,å i, tir" ,rujã"iãt-t"r*ä"n
subd' 3' what ffreetimgs^rnay.be.cnosed. (a) Apubric body may äor" u meeting ro.evaluare rhe performatc"ãf an'indiviáuai*ìá iri"uj¿"ii"'irr'ä'u,îoriry. The pubricbody shalr identily rhe individuat ro be 

"uãioui"¿ 
prior îo croiin! Jä.rung. Ar irs nextopen meeting, the pub-lic body shall summarize itr'.onri^ioir'r3*rot"* the evaluation.

*"T.:-r:t"* 
musr be open ar the requesr oitlr.-iJi"i;;;ñirfï";he subject of themeenng.

(b) Meetings may be crosed if the closure is expressly authorized by statute orperinitted by the attorney_client privilege. qsl'vrr

Historv: 19s7c7T3s I-;^1967 c462s I; 1973 c-!2_3 art5 s7; 1973 c654s 15;1g73 c,680 s t,j; te75 c 271 s 6; !2!r " y4 ; i;-iss3 c i37 s t; issi,r'ilii ß; ße+ c 462 s27; 1987 c 313 s I; 1990 c 550 s 2,3; jggl'c-i9i art I s lz; rcet, slb r2z; D94 c 618 art1 s 39; 1997 c 154 s 2; 1999 c 227 i 22

13D'06 cIvnL FINES; F'0RF.'EffIJRE oF'OFF'ICÐ; OTHER REMEDIES.
subdivision r.. Fersonax tiabílirv ror $sQ{. $tg. arr person who int.orr"nary,violates this chapter shall be subje"t tá p"troìrut liabitiry i" ínJrå"r'oi a civil penalry in ,

an amounr nor ro exceed $300 for a single occurrencé, which may-nàt ¡" pÅlü/iË,public body. r¡rqY ilL

subd' 2' who may bring-action; wraere..An action to enforce the penargi in,subdivision 1 mav be brought- by any É-,*;"i* any ,o"ii ot-.ääõà,.n, jurisdictionwhere the adminísrrative offIce of ttr" goi.inì"g-il"0v irläääìs 
uur¡rt'j(

subd. 3. Forfeit ofrfÏae if ûhree vionaûiorus. (a) If a person has been found to haveintentionalty viorared rhis chapter i" tlr* ãr";or¡ g.rqion^, uiffii 
"r0". rhis chaprerinvolving the same **t:llg p-lyl-Ì",.h ñg; shalt forfeir un'-rurn", right ro serveon such governing body 

^or-in 
any orher cäpuriry,"iîr, ;"ü"bií.iåäu ro, u period oftune equal ro rhe term of office such person *uí*,""ìå*i;ä.-*'" ""*

(b) The court determining the merits of any action in connecîion \,,/ith any allegedthird violation sharr receive còn-rpetent,ìil;# evidence, in ;;;;;;" rherewirh and,

:ncy meeting, the public body shall
Llng to each news medium that has
¡des the uews medium's telephone

;iven by telephone or by any other
ly.

redium whicli has filed a written
after notice has been given to the

ing. Posted or published notice of

rg called because of circumstances
rediate consideration by the public

lcy are discussed or acted upon at
ihall include a specific desciiption

r supersedes any other statufory
ìergency meeting.

r If a meeting is a recessed or
qe_ and place of the meeting was
d in the minutes of that meeting,
v.

reeting" includes a public hearing
' or charter provision requiring ã

rts of this section apply to closed

.n agency, board, commission, or
his section apply only if a statute
rission does not contain specific

;ation are satisfied by publication

I notice of a meeting of a public
requlrements of this section are

he method of receipt of notice,
' art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s 15; Ig73 c
' 1; 1983 c 274 s jB; J984 c 462 s
2; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 6tB aft
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upon finding as to the occurrence of a separate third violation; unrelated to the
previous violations, issue its order declaring the position vacant and notify the
appointing authority or clerk of the governing body.

(c) ,{s soon as practicable thereafter the appointing authority or the governing
body shall fill the position as in the case of any other vacancy.' 

Subd. 4. Other remredies; reqnrÍreûlelrÉs; Iineits. (a) In addition to other.remedies,
the court may award reasonable õosß, disbursementò,'and reasonable attomey fees oi
úp to $1,3,000 to any party in an action under this chapter.

j (b) The court may award costs and attorney fees to a defendant only if the court
finds that the action under this chapter was frivolous and without merit.

; (c) A public body may pay any costs, disbursements, or attorney fees incuired by
ór awarded against any of its members in an action under this chapter.

(d) Þdo monetary penalties or attorney fees may be awarded against a member of a
public body unless the court fínds that there was a specific intent to violate this chapter.

[tristorp 1957 c 773 s 1; 1967 c 462 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s J5; 1973 c
680 s 1,3; 1975 c 271 s 6; 19Bl c 174 s 1'; 1983 c 137 s l; 1983 c 274 s 18; 1984 c 462 s

27; 1987 c 313 s l; 1990 c 550 s 2,3; 1991 c 292 art B s 12; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 618 art
1s39;1997c154s2

1.3D.07 CTTAT'TON"

This chapter may be cited as the "Minnesota Open Meeting Law."
I{is$ory: 1957 c 773 s t; 1967 c 462 s t; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s 15; 1973 c

680 s 1,3; 1975 c 271 s 6; l99l c 174 s 1; 1983 c 137 s 1; 1983 c 274 s tB; 1984 c 462 s
27; 1987 c 313 s 1; 1990 c 550 s 2,i; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 12; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 6tB art
ls39;1997c154s2
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(2) to increase public accou
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03 /2L/ 01- 1-l-: 5l- a.m. [coM ] Lc LCPRoI_-l_21

M moves to amend S.F. No. L694; H.F.

, ês follows:

Page 2, after line 10, insert:
ftSec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 356A.09,

subdivision l-, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1-. IPUBLIC II{EETINGS.] A meeting of the

No.

Page 2 |

1- and 2 arerl

Renumber the sections

governing board or committee of the governinq board of a covered

statewide pensíon plan or of-a-eonn*ÈÈee-of-Èhe-govern*ng-board

9 ef-Èhe-sÈaÈer¿:lde-¡rlan of a pension plan to which section 69.77L

l-0 applies, is governed by chapter l-3D. rt

1_ l_ l-ine L2, delete trsection l- isrr and insert rtsections

L2

13

l_



03/2L/01" l-l-:48 a.m. [coM ] LCPROI_-r_1-8

M moves to amend S.F. No. L694i H.F. No.

_' as fol-l-ows:

Page 2, delete lines 8 to 1-Z and insert:
t'(d) of the governing body or a conmittee of

L

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

l- a statewide 1ic ensl_on lan defined in section
3564. O1-, subdivis ion 24 ìor

(2) a local publi c pension plan gioverned by section 69.

sections 69.77l- to 69.775 , or chapters 354A, 422A or 4238 .

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2OOO, section 356A.08,

subdivision L, is amended to read:

subdivision l-. IPUBLIC MEETINGS. ] A meeting of the

gioverning board of a covered sÈaÈew*de pension ptan or of a

cornmittee of the governing board of the sÈaÈew*de covered

pension plan is governed by chapter i-3D.

Sec. 3. IEFFECTM DATE.]

Sections l- and 2 are effective on the day followinq final

77,

10

1l-

L2

1_3

l-5

L4

L6

L7 enactpent. rl

1-8 Amend the title accordingly

1-
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03/L2/0r lRsvrsoR I e¡rG/cH 01-3580

Senator Betzold Íntroduced-

S.F. No. 16942 Refened to the Committee on State and Local Govemment Operations.

A, bilL for an aet

relating to retirementi volunteer firefighter relief
assoeiations¡ clarifying the application-of the open
meeting l"yi.amer"rding Minnesotã-Statutes ZOCICI, seãtion
13D"01, subdivision 1e

BE TT ENAETED BY TËE I,EGTSLATTJRfi OF THE STATE OF MTNNESOTAg

Seetíon 1. Mínnesota Statutes 2000r sectíon l3D"0].,
subdivisíon 1o iE amended to read:

subdivisíon 1"" [rN ExEeurrvE BR.å,NCË, LoeAL GOVERNMENT"]

All meetings, inetuding exeeutive sessions" must be open to the
publie

(a) of a stabe

(I) ageneyr

(2') board"

(3) es,mmission' or

(4) department,

when reguired or permitted by law to transaet publie business in
a meeting; End

lrl of the Eoverning body of a

(1) sehool distriet however organízed"
(2-) unorganízed terrítory,
(3) eounty,

(4) statubory or home rulc charter eity,
(5) townn or

(6) other publie body; end

6

7

I
9

10

11

L2

13

14

x5

16

L7

18

19

2CI

2A

2,2

23

24

2s

Seet.åon I 1
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5

6

7
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9

10

11
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03/L2/0L

(c) of any

(I) eommittee,

(21 subcommittee,

(3) board,

(4) department, or

(5) commission,

of a public bodyj-and

(d) of the gove

firef ter relief association
69.JJþ "

See. 2. IEFFECTI DATE, I

Seetion I is effeetive on

IREVTSOR I Crqc,/cE 0L-3580

or a committee of a volunteer
governed by sections 69.77I to

the day followi f inal enactment.

2


